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Preface

Dr. Tong Xi is a quiet character. Her philosophy of life is humble. She studies fine art history, at
the same time fancies poetry, calligraphy and painting. Zen inspired flower paintings are her main
interest. They very often go together with her own poems. She expresses with these her inner
feelings and her heart’s emotions.

The style of her paintings is plain and fresh in tune with the spirit of Zen, which has its roots in
her respect for Buddhism. All her painting is ink and water on rice paper. She does not paint for
material gain, but all her artistic work is done to catch a poetic moment.

Thus her flowers, leaves and branches may seem simple drawings, but they let us participate in
her leisurely and sentimental moods and pleasures. Like her own character, her paintings are very
honest and sincere. This has made a lot of people love her work, but her character refuses to feel
proud about it, for the working rhythm of her humbile life leaves no space for that. When she is
painting, slowly and quietly, she immerses completely in her art’s world. Needless to say in doing
so she avoids any current art fashions or trends.

In Tong Xi's creations the relationship between painting and poem is very intimate. The writing of
her poems goes almost simultaneously with her compositions. In that way her poetry reinforces her
paintings and both, poetry and painting, become stronger: Her emotional painting becomes poetic
and her poems in return emphasise the mood of her painting and its artistic conception. This makes
her work so imaginative and delightful to perceive.

Another reason why her paintings and poems are so vivid, fresh and moving, is because Tong Xi
does not work when she is not herself moved. She cannot stand any ostentation or unfaithfulness
and especially when she is painting and writing poems, she follows only her heart’s emotional
voice.

Her ink and water as her words and sentences are all natural and smooth writing. In her creative
activity she relies completely on illusionary imagination. That often gives her paintings and poems
their dreamlike colour and atmosphere.

Tong Xi studies - as mentioned before - fine art history, so she knows well that technique and study
is required to create art, but she understands also that for a painter an even much more important
issue is to understand life and nature; it is from here where her inspiration gets cultivated and
formed.

She continued diligently in all the years to study the traditional Chinese culture, its ways of
thinking, its ancient theory of painting, its calligraphy and to understand and to master the ink and
water mystery. All these efforts make Tong Xi's paintings remarkable. They show today her own
character: a fresh and bright face, plain and tasteful - light, calm and deeply emotional.

Shao Dazhen
Beijing, March 2009

Translated by Timo Stiick and Zhang Bin
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If

If  had never been born

never stepped into this dusty world

and the yellow earth meant nothing to me,

then | would not care what would become of me
as the wind blew away in the open air.

Maybe as a naked blooming magnolia
or a warm and animated love poem
my life had not yet begun

and the only concern would be,

that your eyes had watched me,

that your voice had read me.

But | would still not be sure,

whether | could become a thing often close to you,
whether | could touch your heart

the way | now do.

Tong Xi
February 1998
translated by Halvor Eifring
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As the butterfly flies away, the flowers shudder
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Voice of a man
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Painting language
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When the green melon vine blossoms,

it is time to say goodbye
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It still emits the same fragrance,
but now our mood is different
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Wearing plain clothes,
living on your own in South Mountain
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Longing for the south
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The four seasons
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Flowers I've known from my childhood

are like sisters to me
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Birthday gift
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Under the light blue sky
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High buildings in May
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The garden door is open originally
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Singing in ones youth
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Dream quietly falls like clouds sometimes
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If there shall be a day like that
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Water lily
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Someone says, that is the color of sea
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Chamber music
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Guests in the garden
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Cindarella
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Dream in hut
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The Dragon Boat Festival
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Memory at the wall corner
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You said
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Already summer
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Graceful demeanour in summer
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Once again you fly here from the moonlit night
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Merry days
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Have you ever lived in another life
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| will throw off all affections
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Dusk is falling
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The Language of Ink

Don't hesitate anymore.
Linger at my window or my door,
You, who love me most,

| believe so even if you never came.

To dream needs courage,

| feel you, a modest good man,
Whether far away or in my heart,
I'll never stop following my dream.

If the sun were not to disclose secrets,
How could | believe you are before my eyes?
A great mind like the night,

Embraces the sun’s shadow.

| scrawl some lines of words

In the corner of the blue garden

The ink spreads slightly

Step by step your love thus approaches.

Tong Xi
April 2001

Translated by Zhu Yousan and Ewa Ziarek
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Between mountains and waters
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Childhood landscape
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Existence
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Longing for high mountains
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This or that
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Homesick
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Old photos
Z

145x182cm 2008

To A By B %) T R —H A
ANZS LT BN EY

B E R RSN R
BANEFRRMLE

ot e A Y & R K T

BY X KEHE L K —REE
o4 Rk B A RS RO T IR

T B (R B9 AR AW
HEFE I RLBRAKTE
FHF IR R ZEER A g R
AP 232 P E R 0 X RAT K
BREAEZRATELESDA
RER-—MEREHAZLAR
RA—RESRBFFRLR

R T Rl A

R AT X T {5 oy 4 28 4R L e 2/ 3 5K

200249H 12H



181




182 |

A Wakening
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New legend of White Snake
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Moonlit night
H ®

183x145cm 2008

BERERSEL L™ A H

T REAEHE S B4
IAF—REK
THREAZ SRR
WEFITANNE S

T4 T TR B I
Figik

TEUFI AERNK
FHLL P RETEFREL
RHEFTRT I+
NELF X R

V1 B T LT

% W HLF BT Y — 18 B
BRI L L KRR
B b AAFE D 3T A L o A2
EEAESE RIR A AT
AT KERE

A AR RN B i A ok
5 i Y IR A

IR EAR BT EEEX
(e AR [T AR 5 08 L
FhEEZER

Ak % K A5

T A B B BRI RN R
YEMNL MAH

ME A B R
WETTHGEAAFL
RAFER ABROH
%K BT — & T A

A HER REEI ]
A2 5REMEES
WITZk mEHNER

20074 10H 13H



| 189




190

At my sweet will
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Live in another place
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A dream in sound
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My Exhibition

River water bringing river water brings the next dream,

will you come again, everybody passing by with smile agleam,

but you are not here, all news are dark.

Afternoon flowers outlast even heaven and earth,

from the cloud comes a sigh.

Slip gently from hair tip as if your hand-shaking touches my soul.

I am your lover. Who is to drive you away and who banishes my feelings?
Secret talk emerges under water glass like strings of water bubbles.
It's not in spring time yet, nor in summer, is autumn all right?
Flowers shown with colours, it is you who are everywhere

under the sun light and moon light.

It's not yet late in early winter.

My brush touches fragile Xuan paper,

thus quietly begin my wishes, begin colours in the show room.
Please say, the humble home based one,

The dream grows green wings from earth and eyes see

insects are dancing along the wet forest, cut clear figures in the fog,
and songs in ears are never in vain:

You'll be there indeed!

Tong Xi
July 2008
translated by Zhu Yousan
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Memory at the wall corner
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If there shall be a day like that
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A dream in sound
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Someone says, that is the color of sea
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On Realities and Dreams

Tong Xi gives us the paradoxes of contemporary China.
Where her portraits grace the volumes in which her work
is presented | see a golden warmth and the received
charm of our modern times. Yet she practices an austere
devotion to the details of hercrafts that thankfully draw
us to a different era than today’s imperfections — a
time when care counts and thus realizes its own hopes.
Her contrasts captivate. She might draw from Li Bai as
well as Chagall, each instance calling forth a genuine
speck ofthis our mixed but common humanity. Elegant

details with graceful phrases turn the highly styled to

motion, and thus the emotion of a reality — a leaf, a

branch, a flower — transposed to a dream. Or is it a dream
to a reality — one more chance to goround this world?
With both come the possibility of a longed for dimension.
With her paintings come our words; with her words lay our
possibilities.

Frederick H. Damon
University of Virginia
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Resume

Zhang Bin (artist name: Xiao Chan, Tong Xi), born in 1970 in Fuding City, Fujian Province China, Ph.D. 2005,
China Central Academy of Fine Arts and now assistant research fellow with Chinese Academy of Arts.

Positions:

November 2007-present  Assistant research fellow with Research Institute of Fine Arts, Chinese Academy of Arts

2006-Nov
May 2006

May 2006

February-

2001-present

Editor of journal Intangible Cultural Heritage in China, Chinese Academy of Arts

Participating in the editing of the Thesaurus Linguae Sericae, Edited by Christoph

ember 2007

Visiting scholar, Oslo University Norway
-present

Harbsmeier, Professor of Oslo University, a renowned Sinologist
May 2007

Visiting scholar, Oslo University Norway, holding Personal Exhibition of Chinese

Paintings and giving lectures on Chinese Painting and Culture

Exhibitions:

2008.11 One Person Show, Beijing Guan Xiang Art
Gallery

2007.02 One Person Show, University of Oslo

2001.06 One Person Show, China National Art Museum,
Beijing

1999.09 “The progression of seasons” awarded
Achievement Prize at the Exhibition of
Poets, Calligraphers and Artists of the Whole
Country in Celebrating the 50th Anniversary
of the Founding of the People’s Republic and
the Return of Macao to China

1999.07 “Vitality” awarded Prize of Excellent Works
at the 2nd Chinese Flower and Bird Painting
Exhibition, Beijing

1999.05 “Longing” awarded 2nd Prize at the 3rd
Chinese Ink and Wash Exhibition, Melbourne,
Australia

1998.11 “Mountain Villa” selected by Contemporary

Chinese Mountains-and-Waters Painting and

1997.12

1997.05

1996.08

1996.07

1994.10

1993.12

Guest Professor, Beida Ziyuan Culture Relic Academy

Oil Landscape Painting Exhibition—China

International Fine Arts ‘98, Beijing
One person show, CCTV Art Gallery, Beijing

Awarded Sliver Prize at China National Young
People Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition,
Beijing

Awarded prize of “Excellent Young Painter” at

China Art Exposition 96, Beijing

Seven Person Show, China National Art

Museum, Beijing

“Plum Blossom” selected by Fujian Fine Arts
Exhibition on celebration of the 45th National

Day, Fuzhou

“Visiting a Friend in a Cold Evening” selected

by Fujian Fine Arts Exhibition, Fuzhou



Chinese Painting Works:

2007 “White Cloth Lady” and other twelve painting
works published in Shi Fang Art Magazine,

No.2, 2007

2007 “See Lover Off” and other four painting works
published in Shi Fang Art Magazine, No.3,

2007

2006 Collections of 12 Chinese flower paintings
published in “Studies In Chinese Language
And Culture”, the collected works of world-
renowned sinologists, published by Hermes

Academic Publishing, Oslo, Norway

2001 “No Title” and other seven painting works

published in Oriental Arts, No.5, 2001

2001 “Grandmother’s Ballads” and other 4 works
published in Literary and Artistic Research,

No.3, 2001

2000 “Birth” and other three paintings published in

Chinese Painting Artists, No.2, 2000

1998 “Blessings in Dancing” and other seven works

published in Fine Arts Research, No.3, 1998

1998 “Millennial Wish” and other two works

published in Fine Arts Observation, No.1, 1998

(Chinese paintings have also been published at “People’
s Daily”, “Chinese Youth Daily”, “Chinese Arts”,

nou

“Chinese Calligraphy and Painting”, “Beijing Youth
Daily”, “Beijing Daily”, “Beijing Evening News”, “China

Art Weekly” and other newspapers and journals.)

Books:

“Poetic Flavor in Feng Zikai’s Paintings”, Culture and
Art Publishing House, 2007 (Doctoral Dissertation)

“The Cartoonist Feng Zikai---Social Realism With a
Buddhist Heart” (Translation work), author: Christoph
Harbsmeier (Norway), Shandong Pictorial Publishing
House, 2005

“Feng Zikai’, Hebei Education Publishing House, 2002

“Album of Xiaochan'’s Paintings” Collection of Chinese
Paintings, Zhishi Publishing House, 1999

“Collection of Poems: Happy Insects”, Qinghai People
Publishing House, 1999

Articles:

“Poetic features of Feng Zikai's paintings”, published
in “Rongbaozhai’, No. 5, 2008

“Respect for the life in Feng Zikai's paintings”,
published in Fujian Art Magazine, No. 3, 2008

“The poetic flavor in the Chinese Painting”, published
in“Rongbaozhai’, No. 3, 2008

“The poetic flavor in Feng Zikai's paintings”, published
in Bolan Qunshu, No. 4, 2008

“The Analects and painting learning”, published in Shi
Fang Art Magazine, No. 3, 2007

“Emotions in the Chinese Painting”, published in
“Rongbaozhai’, No. 5, 2007

“Feng Zikai's and Japanese painter Zhujiu Menger”,
published in “Rongbaozhai’, No. 6, 2006

“Xiong Bingming and Conceptual Arts” included
in “Cherish the Memory of Reason and Wisdom” in
“Collected Works Commemorating Xiong Bingming”
(Wenhui Publishing House , 2005)

“An Introduction to Feng Zikai's Writings on the History
of Chinese Paintings”, published in “Rongbaozhai”,
No. 3, 2004

“Free Writing and Chinese Landscape Painting
Creation” included in “Nature in Modern Chinese
Paintings----- Paper Collections of Symposium of China
and Foreign Comparative Arts”, Guangxi Fine Arts
Publishing House, 1999

“Artistic Notes” Published at “Artistic Research”,
No.3, 1998
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Flowers

Sky color

As the butterfly flies away, the flowers shudder

Voice of a man

Painting language

Lead a quiet life

Yulan magnolia

When the green melon vine blossoms, it is time to say goodbye

It still emits the same fragrance, but now our mood is different

Wearing plain clothes, living on your own in South Mountain

Bright sunshine
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The four seasons
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Sister Ahua’s dream

Crossing leaf and branches

Who comes here, raising the pool night light

Seeing a lover off

Hand in hand

Neighbouring girl

Please stay, spring

Accidental feelings

Pray

Loutus-like worries

Crape myrtle

Peony

When moon is emerging

Birthday gift

Early spring news

Autumn chrysanthemum

Under the light blue sky

Birthday in October
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126-127
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Good luck to mount Xishan

Go for an outing in early spring

When looking up

High buildings in May

When my brush touches the autumn garden

The garden door is open originally

Lotus time

Goddess of Luo River’s skirt

Singing in ones youth

Surging clouds

Phoenix coronet

Dream quietly falls like clouds sometimes

If there shall be a day like that

Water lily

A delicate growth

Someone says, that is the color of sea

Waterside girl

Early spring feelings

Chamber music
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Guests in the garden

Cindarella

Familiar smiles

Dream in hut

The Dragon Boat Festival

Memory at the wall corner

The past

Wishes

You said

Already summer

Graceful demeanour in summer

Once again you fly here from the moonlit night

Merry days

Have you ever lived in another life

| will throw off all affections

A vast field

Dusk is falling

Mountains and Waters

Between mountains and waters
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166 - 167

168 - 169
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Childhood landscape

Existence

Longing for high mountains

This or that

Homesick

That day

Compositions

Old photos

A Wakening

New legend of White Snake

Walking tour

Moonlit night

At my sweet will

Live in another place

A dream in sound

Calligraphy

Memory at the wall corner
If there shall be a day like that
A dream in sound

Someone says, that is the color of sea
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